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son of Lord Melbourne ; two young Pagets, and so forth.
I came away as soon as I could, and called at Spring
Gardens, Hanover Square, and Palace Yard, before
going home.'

'March 25, 1803.

41 am indeed persuaded that a serious contest with
France cannot be long avoided; but it is possible this
storm may blow over for a time. For my own part I
am not sorry for the present little delay; for no one
could have imagined the total want of preparation, and
the total impossibility of a very sudden preparation, in
which this country has been placed. It is too bad to
speak of without danger. "We had till within the
last fortnight at most one ship of the line able to go to
sea. We cannot have five ready for a month to come.
There are some frigates, indeed; but they are all em-
ployed in procuring men all round the two islands, so
that at this moment the sea is completely open. Pro-
videntially, Bonaparte is not better prepared for naval
expeditions. The press l has done very little for some
time, and there is a want of seamen that one does not
at present know how to supply. The hasty and total
reduction of all our force, as if it were impossible to
apprehend anything from France again, seems a sad
infatuation. Economy, revenue, commerce, were the
only ideas for which the Ministers could find room in
their enlarged minds; and nothing can prove better how
unequal those minds were to the Government in such
times than the extreme danger in which they have

1 The Press-gang.